
PTO Meeting 9/10/19 
 
Meeting started 7:05PM 
 
Board Members present: Jasmine, Lisa, Deb, Linda, Malai, Wendy, and Zenah 
 
Wendy: Wendy introduces the board. Wendy has been on the board for about four years. This is her last year at EAS. 
PTO being active in the school, the kids tend to do a lot better academically. Please come back again! 
 
This is our first meeting. Genesis will have all information happening in school, handouts, everything is on the 
website. 
 
Motion to prove the minutes. Deb approves. We will put the approved minutes on the website.  
 
Wendy goes on to discuss how everyone on the board is working moms. We do have the best teachers in the district; 
we like to show appreciation more than once a year. Fundraising is a big deal! In addition, helps pay for things like 
teacher appreciation week.  
 
Once you are a paid PTO member you have the right to vote. You have the right to say we should not be spending 
that much money. Fundraising is our biggest thing.  
 
Board introduces themselves:  
 
Malai: Co-President, first year on the board. Has a first grader Davion in Ms. Gibson’s class and Donnie who will be in 
Pre-K starting next year. Looking forward to being on the board. 
 
Zenah: First year on the board as co treasurer, has a son in ____ grade? In addition, a daughter that is around here 
somewhere. 
 
Linda: **Missed her introduction :((( ** 
 
Lisa: 3rd year on the board- CO- VP, kids know her at school as “lunch lady as Ms. Lisa” 
 
Deb: Won’t have any trouble hearing her over the crowd.  Alex and PJ 3rd grade twins, Sophia alumni started K and 
went through 4th grade. Wonderful amazing experience here. If you are any about joining, it’s a family event.  
 
Jennifer Hughes, been here 14 years corresponding secretary. 
 
Jasmine: Been at EAS for 2 years, first year on the board. I have a son in first grade and a daughter who just started 
Pre-K. Really enjoy the school and have had great experiences here. If anyone has any comments or concerns 
please don’t hesitate to reach anyone on the board through email or Facebook we would be happy to help out! 
 
Linda: She has included the last treasurer report. There isn’t much this year. Proposed budget is (used to calculate 
from last year), we will vote on this next month.  
 
President Report: 
Wendy: one of the other important things is spirit wear. Kids will come home with a flyer; it’s also on the website, lots 
of cute stuff. Tye dye Rory - super energetic and fun. T-shirts, bags, sweatpants, magnets. It is important, we do get a 
portion of that and whatever we bring in gets right back to the school. PTO on website has a full page. There is a 
district calendar, Franklin Day September 28. It is good we have so many parent volunteers up here, but it’s good to 
have volunteers because we are all working parents. If you think you can’t do anything because you do work full time, 
we thought that too, but we help out anyway we can. Jen was collecting info for volunteers for the Halloween ball 
when you walked in. RSVP’s will be sent home soon. PTO tries to give a gift to the school every year. This year we 



are giving two buddy benches. We are looking for two Boy Scouts to install. They are super cute, go on the 
playground and if you need a friend, you sit on the bench and someone will sit on the bench to play with you. 
 
Next thing on the agenda is committee reports. We have yearbook committee, special events, staff appreciation, and 
other committees available. So if you are interested, some parents on multiple committees, if you can sign up that 
would be wonderful. School pictures October 11, we do use volunteers for that! Make sure hair is not sticking up, 
shirts tucked in, etc.  
 
Wendy asks Mr. Haney if there is more information on the district website about snacks (Mr. Haney will respond on 
his report).. Class celebrations, on the PTO sign up there was a check box to be a homeroom parent, if you’re 
interested in doing that please sign up.  
 
Committees: 
Fundraising: Super-duper excited and lots going on.  
Deb speaking—If you are not on FB please go and LIKE (PTO Group), a lot of information goes up on there. Wendy 
is good about posting reminders that’s on the calendar and not even on the calendar. As far as fundraising, the ice 
cream social is to the parents to say welcome and thank you and to get to know everyone. First sale is the spirit wear 
sale. Spirit sticks go throughout the year; you will see that on the calendar and on the FB page.. $1 and all the 
proceeds go back to the school, and we have new ones. Grade specific ones, star wars and a whole bunch for girls, 
endless amounts of things. Used as an incentive. Popcorn sale, everyone loves the popcorn. 50% of what we sell 
goes straight back to us which is great. Last year we sold 4500 and we profited a really good amount. We are going 
to do a cookie dough sale, they are really good. We have heard from other PTO’s around us that use them. 
Therefore, whoever has a sweet tooth, get them before Christmas? Movie night- you can drop off your kids we will 
make sure they are safe, fed and you can do whatever you want! We don’t judge you. It’s a nice night. Gertrude 
Hawk run in April, Valentines Dance and, carwash is something new.  We have wanted to do carwash for a while so 
we are going to take a stab at it. If you have any questions please let us know! We do need a lot of help and there are 
lots of parent volunteers so thank you! We would be more than happy for the help.  
 
Wendy: If you have ideas, we have a valentine’s dance, in the past, we have done polar express, which was cool, but 
we welcome any ideas of suggestions, whatever you feel. Of course, assemblies, last year the district really stepped 
up. We had a gentleman from the Harlem Wizards and the kids had so much fun, about positive behavior, positive 
attitude, being a good friend, they also had anti bullying puppets. There are a couple dates October-November. In 
addition, one of the luckiest things is one of the Principals will give you a report.  Mr. Haney or Mr. Romero will give 
his Principal report and that’s a lot of good information especially for Kindergarten parents. You’re new and not 
always sure what’s going on. One of the highlights was hearing what was going on in the school from the Principal or 
VP. The construction is finally over which is a huge highlight! Now Mr. Haney will give his report and that is the part 
we are up to.  
 
Principal Report: 
Mr. Haney: Welcome everybody it is nice to see so many people here. We really do want parents to come in; we think 
it’s really good that that happens. We hope to see this many out here for the next meeting. Report cards have had 
some massive changes. In addition, I don’t want to cause undue stress for when they come out. Pre-k or K -key of 
gold- they are being worked on still. Kids in grades 1-5, going from four marking periods down to 3. If a child is 
struggling or doing well there is a form that is sent home if that’s the case. Here is the important thing to remember. 
Student progress is assessed at the end of the year level. Concrete example: Kindergarten 1-100, a kid might count 
up to 40. Not expect to get the highest on the rubric. It’s a four. Rubric in every single section. A two is basic progress 
is meeting end of year progress. At the end of the trimester, you would see a lot of two. Expect the first trimester 2/3, 
at the second trimester expect meeting standards, and the last meeting standards. Standards and rubrics are self-
explanatory. The need for comments is there for the teachers. Please keep in mind; I can anticipate “my son is 
getting a 2” right because we are measuring towards end of year. It is rigorous but we are gearing towards the end of 
the year. I will be speaking about this at back to school night because I want this to be crystal clear. Game night 
September 26. I want to thank a few teachers for coming out here, Ms. Hughes, Ms. Lyman, Ms. Joy, Ms. Linda 
Thank you for coming out. We have a new small primary grade playground. It looks really good. Back to school night 
will look different. Grades three, four, five we have triads. Because we have an odd number of sections, we would 



have two teachers in a team. We are in three sections, how can you teach in triads? Triad works you have a math 
teacher, in 5th grade they have the same teacher and they rotate, same writing teacher, same reading teacher, they 
all rotate through. In any three, four, five grade, every child gets every teacher in his or her triad. What does that 
mean for back to school night? We cannot fit so many people in the classrooms; we are going to meet in the gym. Mr. 
Haney and Mr. Romero will speak, first session will be fifth grade and then parents will filter through classrooms. 15-
minute presentation, and then you will meet your teacher. Try not to bring children if you can avoid it. Thank and 
congratulate PTO, most active PTO in the district. They run events, like the Halloween ball, V-day dance, so please 
join the PTO. They support a really fine teaching staff. We are glad to have you here; we hope to see a lot of you 
here.  
 
Wendy: Playground hopefully a fence will be going up. 
 
Mr. Haney: Fence going in running across the whole back of the building by basketball. There is a drainage, when it 
fills up, I don’t want basketball running into it. Prevent kids from getting into that space. Supposed to start this week, 
but you know we have heard that before.  
 
Wendy; Thank you so much. I always ask a million questions. Email teachers and they will get back to you. Anytime 
you have any questions or issues, don’t be afraid to contact the school. They will answer you and are good about 
responding. Any questions, comments, suggestions. 
 
Parent: Is there a form with the different committees on it? 
 
Wendy: If you are interested in committees, please come up after and talk with us about it.  
 
Mr. Haney: 498 children here in this school.. Back to school night September 17 from 6-8PM. 
 
Parent: Can they not bring their book bag from class to class. Fifth grader as a student. 
 
Mr. Haney: What the teachers do are two things. They set up bins for each section so the teacher’s materials are in a 
bin. They prevent backpacks.  
 
Wendy: Any other questions? OK so the best part of the night is the raffle and because it is the first meeting and not 
everyone has joined yet but I feel confident that everyone will. Unfortunately being part of the board, you cannot be 
part of the raffle. Mr. Romero since you haven’t talked too much tonight, pick a number between 1 and 31. 
 
MR Romero picks 19. 
 
Wendy: Ujin Lau won a gift card to DD. And so one of the great things about the raffle is that we go to local 
businesses, shop rite, DD, they will donate a gift card or something or we end up buying them, but it is a good 
incentive for coming. Thank you so much for coming out. I hope we see a lot of you. We have magnets up here with 
Rory or EAS, for $5 if you want to buy one please come up. Spirit wear forms sent out this week.  
 
Adjourn at 7:42PM  

 
 


